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Roe Boulevard Improvements
You may have noticed street construction and delays in your commute. Major improvements to Roe Boulevard, are already underway.
Improvements include new LED street lights, new traffic signals that will provide efficient traffic flow, intersections with improved pedestrian refuge points, a new 8 foot multi-use trail on the west side, the addition of median landscaping and trees added to the corridor, and enhanced crosswalks. The construction work is divided in to phases to ensure accessibility and to maintain safety. Please keep
an eye on social media and our website for lane closures and reroutes. Thank you for your patience as we improve Roe Boulevard.
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Mill & overlay pavement, construct street lighting and traffic signals, restoration (sod will be used, various lane closures).
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A Letter from Mayor Mike Kelly

F

or all of us, it has been a strange few months. I hope
that you and your families have remained safe and
healthy during what will forever be remembered as a
very trying and difficult time.

During these months, we have all faced periods of despair,
angst, concern, and frustration. Despite these warranted emotions, I’ve appreciated the cooperation from our residents. I
know you are disappointed that we canceled many of our community’s favorite events, and that the pool will not open this
summer. I’m disappointed as well. History will judge these
actions, and however necessary you may feel they were, rest
assured that the health and welfare of our residents has always
been, and always will be, our primary concern.
I fully understand the sentiment of wanting to get ‘back to normal’ as soon as possible. However, we should use this unique
time in history as an opportunity for true reflection of what
‘normal’ means. For too many, a return to normal means returning to a system that is unjust and inequitable. The murder
of George Floyd and resulting protests reminds us that a return
to ‘normal’ means a return to being treated unfairly based on
the color of one’s skin. It is maddening that in 2020, we still live
in a society where those of color are unjustly profiled, mistreated and have their civil rights violated at the hands of those

At the local government level, as opposed to Topeka and Washington, DC, we have a unique opportunity to institute reforms
and changes at the closest level of interaction with our neighbors.

More often than not, our first line of interaction, and consistently our most visual, is our police department. For a myriad
reasons, I am proud of their work. From their kindness to
strangers to their earnest desire to better our police department, RPPD continues to make us proud. To that extent, I appreciate the continued desire to improve relations and build
bonds of trust with our residents and visitors of color. While
we have not received complaints against our officers for anything related to racial issues, we strive to improve ourselves as
we treat all citizens with respect and compassion. Our officers
wear body cameras and have done so for many years. We also
have in-car cameras. Further, our officers receive extensive training on contemporary cultural issues, diversity awareness, use of
force, community policing, and ethics. Chief Morris is a wealth of
knowledge: He represents region 7 of Kansas (Leavenworth, Wyandotte, Johnson) counties for the Kansas Association of Chiefs of
Police and ensures our officers are informed of current best practices through the association for community policing in law enforcement. He is also a “Racial Profiling Prevention Instructor”
through KLETC and adheres to very strict
professional standards the use of force.

We know, though, that we can do more. If
you have suggestions, we would love your
help. As we move into a new normal, let’s
I admit, I am not an expert in the struggle experienced by our
work together to ensure that the resulting
residents of color. I recognize that I’ve been privileged based
on nothing more than the color of my skin. However, that does community is more equitable, just, and one
of which we can be proud. Thanks for your
not prevent me from listening, learning, and modeling the
dedication to our community. It is my honchange that I want to see for my neighbors and my children.
or to serve as your Mayor.

in positions of trust.

A Note on Boats

Sustainability Tips for the Summer
As people everywhere are settling into the “new normal” of working from
home, homeschooling, and social distancing, it’s evident that people are
spending more time inside than ever. Between being at home more and the
upcoming hot summer months, most of us could see an increase in our energy bill. Below are 5 simple actions you and your family can do at home to help
curb not only your bill amount, but also your carbon emissions!

1.

Only run full loads of laundry and dishes (Bonus: Air dry your clothes &
dishes for extra savings).

2.

Use small appliances such as slow cookers, insta-pots, toaster ovens &
microwaves over larger appliances like stovetops & ovens when possible.

3.

Turn off lights & unplug devices when not in use (this alone saves an
average of $165 per household per year).

4.

Take shorter showers and turn down the temperature on your water
heater.

5.

Rearrange your room strategically; make sure air vents aren’t blocked
and take advantage of natural light and window shades as appropriate.

Boats may be parked or stored temporarily on the
driveway of the residence, not to exceed two 48hour occurrences during a 30-day period. Boats can
be stored for longer periods of time in the backyard,
or in the side yard if it’s not next to the street. Contact Code Enforcement Officer Wade Holtkamp at
913-722-2600 or wholtkamp@roelandpark.org for
more details.
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Roeland Park Reopen Plan Update

W

hile the State and County reopening plans have evolved rapidly, the City of Roeland Park has established a phased
reopening plan for City facilities to safely reopen City offices, municipal facilities and services. The plan coincides
with the recommendations laid out in Ad Astra: A Plan to Reopen Kansas.
Until further notice, the City intends to use the following timeline to guide the reopening of city facilities. We strong-

ly recommend residents follow the CDC and local health experts’ guidance on gatherings and social distancing.
Phase 3—June 8th:

Phase 4—Phase Out, to begin no sooner than June 22nd

•

Mass gatherings limited to 45 people.

•

Gathering restrictions lifted.

•

City facilities open to the public and in-person meetings
resume if appropriate (first in-person Council meeting
scheduled for June 15th).

•

In-person municipal court dates to resume July 10th; visitors
required to wear masks and follow distancing protocols.

•

Community Center fully open with social distancing guide-

•

lines.

Community Center Open (June 1st) with restrictions on
occupancy.

•

City staff travel restrictions and reporting requirements lifted.

•

Playgrounds open with guidelines.

•

Non-contact outdoor sports courts open.

•

In-person meetings resume as necessary.

Please remember to continue to maintain six feet of distance when out in public and wash your hands regularly. Thank you for helping
to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

Financial Assistance Programs
Johnson County Utility Assistance Program

N

eeding help paying utility bills? Roeland
Park residents may qualify for the Johnson County Utility Assistance Program.

The Utility Assistance Program provides
financial assistance to qualifying low-income residents

Neighbors Helping Neighbors Program

T

his program provides assistance to qualified Roeland Park
resident homeowners for exterior home improvements
using volunteers and contract labor. Those who meet

income guidelines may receive assistance with a variety of
exterior home repairs and yard maintenance such as:

for past due utilities to promote safety and avoid utility disconnections. Utility assistance may be provided

·

Repair or replacement of damaged shutters, wood-siding shingles, and guttering;

for electric, gas, water, wastewater, and propane.

·

Services are available by appointment only. Information can be found at:
www.roelandpark.org/375/Utility-Assistance-Program
or you may call 913-715-6653.

·

Improvements, modifications, and installation of aids for disabled persons such as ramps and hand-rails;
Exterior painting, minor repair of windows, storm doors, and
garage doors;

·

Yard maintenance, cutting grass, leaf/stick removal;

·

Tree, shrub, bush removal/trimming

For more information and to apply visit www.roelandpark.org.
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E l e c t i o n S e a s o n i s U n d e r w ay !
Election Day is approaching! Don’t forget to register to vote or update your information. The

August 4th Primary has a registration deadline of July 14th. The general election is on November
3rd and has a registration deadline of October 13.
Information about voting guidance, where and when to vote, and how to become an election
worker may be found at voteks.org.
Applications for advanced mail-in ballots, as well as information of sample ballots , what will be
on your ballot, and a list of candidates running can be found at jocoelection.org.

Dear Roeland Park Residents,

A thank you from the

A huge thank you to all the wonderful citizens who took the time to fill out the art

Roeland Park Arts

survey. We appreciated all the comments and will use them when purchasing art.
Several of the comments suggested a mural for our city. A mural has been dis-

Committee:

cussed at our meetings and we are looking into it. Thank you again for all your
input. You truly make a difference in our community.

Keep An Eye Out:

Food Pantry Finds Success
Reverend Pauls at the Roeland Park United
Methodist Church recently announced that
the Kansas City Regional COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund awarded the
Roeland Park Community Food Pantry with
a $16,000 grant!
Roeland Park United Methodist Church is
well into its third month of collaborating
with the wider Roeland Park community on
a food pantry to bring relief to those struggling under the social and economic grip of
COVID-19, as well as trying to fill an unaddressed need that existed before the
pandemic.
Rather than charity, the organizing group
wants to see this effort as mutually beneficial. Making sure everyone has access to
nutritious food makes our entire community healthier.
So far the pantry has served nearly 200
individuals with the help of volunteers from
both the church and wider RP community. For information on how you can help,
please visit www.roelandpark.org/373/
COVID-19-Updates or our facebook page
facebook.com/CityofRoelandParkKS

City Sales Tax Ballot Question in November 2020

T

he current City sales tax rate is 1.25% . Of this, 1/4 cent is earmarked
for infrastructure improvements and will

expire in March 2023. There will be a question regarding the future of this sales tax on
the ballot during this upcoming November general
election. Stay tuned to roelandpark.net for more information and updates concerning the sales tax and the
ballot question.

You Count! Complete Your 2020 Census Today!

T

he 2020 Census is still underway and households across
the United States are responding every day. The U.S.
Census Bureau had adjusted the 2020
Census operations out of concern of
the risks to health and safety posed by
COVID-19. The Census processes is
fully operational in Kansas. The Census helps determine funding for
schools, nutrition assistance programs, healthcare, and public safety.

Census counts are safe and confidential, and they cannot be used against
you according to federal law. The
public is strongly encouraged to complete their census online by visiting
my2020census.gov. If you do not have
a code, you can simply enter your
address to complete your survey. You
can also respond by
phone by calling
(844) 330-2020, or
by mail.
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Revamping R Park

Thank You :

Construction on the first two phases of the R Park Redevelopment Plan are well underway. The contractor, Mega Construction, broke ground in May and is in the process of
completing site work for the installation of a new 60 person pavilion with performance
stage and permanent restrooms. The first two phases are scheduled to be complete in
October of this year.

The R Park pavilion has been assisted by

Items to be completed in May/June
•
Sanitary Sewer Improvements
•
Hammerhead Turnaround
•
Concrete drive to Pavilion
•
Stormwater Improvements for Drainage
Items to be completed in June/July
•
Sanitary service line to restroom facilities
•
Water service line for restroom/

drinking fountain
•
Construction of Pavilion/Restrooms
Items to be completed in August
•
Soccer Field – grading for positive
drainage, installing fresh topsoil, finish
grading
Items to be completed in Sept/Oct
•
Seeding, Sodding, and Landscaping
•
Full Site Restoration

generous residents who have donated
time and money into making it happen.
Thank you to all who have donated to this
project, including:



Laura and Tom Savidge



Donald Faidley



Thomas and Andrea Klingner

The final phase is slated for 2022
and will include paving the perimeter walking trail and new all
-inclusive playground equipment. Another component being
contemplated is a traffic garden
which would help teach children
how to ride bikes and the rules
of the road.

Please be sure your dog is
on a leash when outside
your home and not in a
fenced yard.
Keep Roeland
Park safe for
everyone.
Thank you!
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Roeland Park Aquatic Center Update

W

e know the opening of the Roeland Park

rent CDC and Reopen Kansas Plan guidelines would make it diffi-

Aquatic Center is something to which we all

cult, or impossible, to follow social-distancing and safety recom-

eagerly anticipate. However, the Governing

mendations while operating the RPAC. The good news is that

Body has made the hard decision to cancel the
2020 aquatics season. The Council unanimously approved this
decision recognizing that the safety and health of our aquatics

planned improvement projects will be able to get a jump start and
we will keep you updated on the progress. We are already excited
to welcome swimmers back to the newly remodeled RPAC coming

staff and patrons are our priority during this pandemic. The cur-

in Summer 2021.
Planned improvements to RPAC include:
•

Two new in-pool float features

•

A new spray ground

•

A new enclosed slide

•

Shade structures

•

Toddler slide

•

ADA ramps

•

Destruction of the existing baby pool, slides,
and vortex pool.

•

Privacy improvements to the Men’s locker

room.
Stay informed on our progress by checking out social
media and our website regularly - roelandpark.org/374/Roeland-Park-Aquatic-Center-

R

oeland Park is working on its Budget for

FY 2021 and preparing projections for
2022-2023. We will have a community

forum to discuss the budget at the Roeland Park Community Center on Monday, June 22 at
6 p.m. or attend online. Visit
www.roelandpark.net/376/2021-Budget to view the

preliminary budget, capital improvements plan and
get details on joining the online community forum.
Layout of improvements provided by Water’s Edge
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The Roeland Park Recreation Campus
Camps
Limited camp enrollment available beginning June 15th. Visit jcprd.com or call 913-826-3160 for details.
The Knight School Chess Camp - half day sessions for ages 5-7 and ages 8-12
Mad Science© Spa-Tastic Science Camp (Ages 7-14)
Mad Science© NASA - Journey into Outer Space Camp (Ages 7-12)
Mad Science© The Wright Stuff Camp (Ages 7-12)
Mad Science© Secret Agent Lab Camp (Ages 7-12)
End of Summer Spectacular Camp (Ages 7-12)

Roeland Park Community
Center
(913) 826-3160

Preschool
Tennis: Parent and Me Tennis Lessons (Ages 3 - 5 with Parent/Guardian), 4-50 minute lessons, $42 residents
Get active, have fun, and learn to play tennis with your little one! Junior rackets and low-bouncing balls are used on a reduced court
with focus on learning the fundamentals.
Sessions Start

Office Hours
Hours may vary, call for details
Monday-Thursday: 8 am-8 pm

June 1st

Saturdays

11:30am

June 6th

Saturdays

11:30am

Youth
Tennis: R Park Red Ball Tennis (Ages 5 - 8), 4-50 minute lessons, $42 residents

Friday: 8 am-5 pm
Little tennis pros receive instruction in an approachable and supportive environment. Junior rackets and low-bouncing balls are used on

Saturday: 8 am-2 pm

a reduced court with focus on learning the fundamentals.
Sessions Start

Fitness Room
Hours may vary, call for details
Monday-Thursday: 7 am-8 pm
Friday: 7 am-6 pm
Saturday: 8 am-2 pm
Sunday: Closed

Roeland Park Sports Dome
(913) 362-8700
Please call for open gym and
court rental availability.

www.jcprd.com

June 1st

Mondays and Wednesdays

4:30pm

June 6th

Saturdays

8:30am

June 15th

Mondays and Wednesdays

4:30pm

June 29th

Mondays and Wednesdays

4:30pm

July 11th

Saturdays

8:30am

July 20th

Mondays and Wednesdays

4:30pm

Tennis: R Park Orange Ball Tennis (Ages 9 - 12), 8-50 minute lessons, $84
Players develop skills by using a ball designed to travel more slowly and bounce lower. Lessons are on a regulation net and a shorter
length court.
Sessions Start
June 1st

Mondays and Wednesdays

5:30pm

June 6th

Saturdays

9:30am

June 29th

Mondays and Wednesdays

5:30pm

Tennis: R Park Green Ball Tennis (Ages 11 - 14), 8-50 minute lessons, $84
Little tennis pros receive instruction in an approachable and supportive environment. Junior rackets and low-bouncing balls are used on
a reduced court with focus on learning the fundamentals.
Sessions Start

June 1st

Mondays and Wednesdays

6:30pm

June 6th

Saturdays

10:30am

June 29th

Mondays and Wednesdays

6:30pm

Adult
Tennis: Adult Tennis Lessons for Beginners (Ages 16+), 8-50 minute lessons, $84
Learn the fundamentals and basic strategy of the sport, such as: proper grips and strokes, rally, and keeping score. Fun for couples and
friends to register together!
Sessions Start
June 1st
Mondays and Wednesdays
7:30pm
June 29th
Mondays and Wednesdays
7:30pm
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Please note: All upcoming programs are subject to change based on the recommendations
of local government and health experts.

June 15th is World Elder Abuse Awareness Day
As our population lives longer, we are presented with an opportunity to think about our
collective needs and future as a nation. Ageism and social isolation are major causes of elder abuse in the United States. It is up to all of us to ensure that proper social supports exist
so people can retain community and societal connections to reduce the likelihood of abuse.
The City of Roeland Park and Mayor Kelly will issue a proclamation on June 15, to recognize
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day and bring attention to this public health concern impacting older adults locally and globally.
Through work with the Mid-America Regional Council, Kansas City Communities for All Ages and the First Suburbs Coalition, the City of
Roeland Park has committed to become a Community for All Ages. On April 19, 2019, the City received the Gold-level recognition for
incorporating Universal Design elements into the R Park Master Plan and Phased Development Plan to ensure the park can be enjoyed
by all ages and abilities.
Due to the COVID-19 outbreak and concerns for people’s safety, the Annual Fireworks Display hosted
by Roeland Park, Fairway, and Westwood, has been canceled.
All partners are in agreement that the best decision is to cancel the 2020 fireworks display scheduled
for July 3, 2020 at Bishop Miege High School. The decision was made in order to continue to stop and

slow the spread of COVID-19. This was a hard decision for the City partners to make, but the decision
was made unanimously recognizing that the safety and health of the community is the top priority.
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